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Florida Forever Day Talking Points

· It doesn’t make sense to cut conservation lands, because they help the state’s bottom line. They are economic engines that bring visitors and revenue to Florida.

· This is a smart time to keep funding Florida Forever – while land is cheap, so the state can buy it for the public at good prices. The state must be a smart investor of taxpayer dollars.    
· Florida Forever provides places for Floridians to hunt, fish, and recreate. These lands protect our outdoor heritage for future generations.  
· Land conservation protects our natural resources and makes sure Floridians have access to clean and abundant water.
· Florida Forever grows our economy by protecting working ranches, farms and forests.  
· Florida Forever protects Florida’s unique variety of plants and animals, such as the Florida panther, Florida black bear, and numerous rare birds.  
Facts & Figures

· Hunting, fishing and wildlife watching in Florida generate $6.8 billion in annual retail sales, nearly $706 million in state and local taxes, and have an overall economic impact of about $11.6 billion. 
· For every 1,000 people attending a state park, the total direct impact on the local community is more than $43,000, a 2008 DEP study found. 
· More than 140,000 Florida jobs are provided directly by hunting, fishing, wildlife watching, and state parks.
· Florida Forever has protected more than 53,600 acres of springs and springsheds.  

· Florida Forever has helped preserve more than 158,700 acres of working agricultural lands.  

