“Take a Hike, Florida!”

On March 26, the Florida Forever Coalition and Floridians across the state will take a hike!  In a show of support for the state’s Florida Forever conservation land-buying program, the Coalition will partner with local supporters to take part in a day of hiking designed to celebrate Florida’s natural treasures and raise awareness of Florida’s public lands.  The hikes will take place across the state and will be open to the public. 

Brevard County:

The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 

444 Columbia Boulevard

Titusville, FL 32780

March 26, 2011- Hikes hourly 10AM-2PM

Additional Information:

Join a guided hike though the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, a 470-acre forest that is home to gopher tortoises, bobcats, and the Eastern indigo snake.  Guided hikes led hourly from 10AM-2PM.  Contact Joe Swingle 321-264-5185 for additional information. 

Brevard County:

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary 

Malabar, FL- Call for meeting location 321-676-6946

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information:

Join the Turtle Coast Sierra Club for a 2 1/2 hour hike through the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary.  Participants will gain an understanding of wetland and upland communities and what we can do to protect them. Hikers might encounter scrub jays and gopher tortoises! Bring drinking water and wear appropriate hiking shoes.  Call for meeting location and other outing details 321-676-6946.    
Duval County:

Pumpkin Hill Creek Preserve State Park 

13802 Pumpkin Hill Road 

Jacksonville, Fl 32226

March 26, 2011- 10AM

Additional Information: 

Hike sponsored by the North Florida Trailblazers Chapter of the Florida Trail Association, the North Florida Land Trust, and the Sierra Club’s Northeast Florida Group.  Call 904-285-7020 for more information. 

Escambia/Okaloosa/Santa Rosa Counties:

Blackwater River State Park

7720 Deaton Bridge Road

Holt, FL 32564

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information:

Meet at Deaton Bridge Parking Lot.  Hosted by Western Gate Chapter of the Florida Trail Association.  Spring wildflowers should be on display! Contact mojuco609@cox.net/850-484-0528 for additional information. 
Hillsborough County: 

Golden Aster Scrub Nature Preserve

Gibsonton, FL 

Call or email for meeting location and directions (raff32@msn.com/813-642-8624)

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information: 

Join the Sierra Club for a 3-hour hike.  The friendly Florida scrub jay is found here, along with wildflowers like the Preserve’s namesake.  The 1,236-acre preserve has over 6 miles of trails, two lakes, restrooms and picnic pavilion. Contact raff32@msn.com/813-642-8624 for additional information.   

Lake County:

Florida Black Bear Festival

Cadwell Park: 4 Cassidy Street

Umatilla, FL 32784

March 26, 2011- 9:30AM, 10:30AM, 11:30AM, 12:30PM, and 1:30PM.
Additional Information:

Join a two-hour field trip conducted by the U.S. Forest Service to the Ocala National Forest to learn about the Florida black bear.  Hikes leave at: 9:30AM, 10:30AM, 11:30AM, 12:30PM, and 1:30PM. Before or after your hike, be sure to visit the presentations, displays and children’s pavilion at the Florida black bear festival. You’re sure to have a “beary” fun time! For additional information contact 727-580-9585/lmacdonald@defenders.org. 
Leon County:

Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway

5600 Miccosukee Road

Tallahassee, FL 32308

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information:

Meet at the Edenfield Road Trailhead (intersection of Miccosukee Road & Edenfield Road).  Hike sponsored by the Florida Outdoor Recreation Coalition. Contact John Waldron at jwaldron@florc.org/850-556-7315 for additional information.

Leon County:

Leon Sinks Geological Area

US 319/Crawfordville Highway

From Tallahassee, 5.5 miles from Capital Circle SE

March 26, 2011- 10AM

Additional Information: 

Join the Magnolia Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society for a hike though some of North Florida’s most unique habitat.  The observation platform at Big Dismal Sink offers a view of more than 75 different plants! Entrance fee of $3 per car, bring drinking water.  Contact kaycubed56@yahoo.com/850-567-3393 for additional information. 

Marion County:

Cross Florida Greenway- Land Bridge Trail

Directions: Take I-75 to exit 341, turn east on to 484, turn left on to CR475a.  Take CR475a 3 miles north to the turnoff for the land Bridge Trailhead 

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information: 

Join the Florida trail association’s Cracker chapter for a 6-mile hike through native oak hammocks and pine forest. A 2-mile hike can also be arranged for interested participants. Restrooms and picnic tables are available.  Contact hikerbob@embarqmail.com/352-347-5716 for additional information. 

Martin County:

Atlantic Ridge Preserve State Park

Meet at the Park’s proposed entrance at the dead end of Atlantic Ridge Road.  (From Cove Road turn south at the Anderson Middle School traffic light.) Stuart, FL 34997

March 26, 2011- 8AM

Hike 6 miles with the Tropical Trekkers Chapter of the Florida Trail Association. Wear appropriate shoes for hiking in the woods, sandy patches, and possibly wet areas. Bring a snack or lunch and plenty of drinking water. Contact jayl12@bellsouth.net/772-233-1184 for directions or additional information. 

Miami-Dade County: 

Greynolds Park 

17530 West Dixie Highway 

North Miami Beach, FL 33161

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information:

Visit one of Miami-Dade Park’s largest and oldest metropolitan parks. Enjoy ancient and beautiful live oak-pine scrub habitat that once covered much of North Miami-Dade County. Contact ecoadventures@miamidade.gov/305-365-3018 for additional information. 

Okaloosa County

Eglin Reservation - Cimmaron Section of the Florida National Scenic Trail
Call to register- Wallis Mayo 850-682-6098

March 26, 2011- 8AM 

Additional Information:

Join the Florida Trail Association to hike 3, 6, or 8 miles on the Cimarron Section of the Florida National Scenic Trail on the Eglin Reservation. Participants are required to have an Eglin Recreation Permit, $12. Permits are valid for one year (Oct. 1 to Sept. 30). Permits can be obtained from Eglin AFB Natural Resources Center (Jackson Guard) located at 107 Highway 85 North, Niceville, FL 32578, (850) 882-4164. Contact Wallis Mayo 850-682-6098 for additional information.  
Orange County:

Charles H. Bronson State Forest 

Joshua Creek Trailhead

Christmas, FL 32709

March 26, 2011- 1PM

Additional Information: 

Join the Florida Trail Association for a guided hike through the brand new Charles H. Bronson State Forest.  From Orlando: take SR-408 Toll East to Exit 23 ( SR-50 East), follow SR-50 East to CR-419/Chuluota Road, Turn left on CR-419/Chuluota Road, turn right onto Lake Pickett Road, turn left onto Phillips Road, follow to trailhead.  Call 352-552-0626 for additional information.  

Pasco County:

Conner Preserve

22500 SR 52  

Land O’Lakes, FL 34637 

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information: 

Join the Nature Coast native plant society and Southwest Florida Water Management District for a hike through breathtaking sandhill ridges, cypress sloughs and pine flatwoods. Contact rspitler@verizon.net/813-948-8472 for additional information.   

Seminole County:

Lake Harney Wilderness Area

2395 Osceola Fish Camp Road  

Geneva, FL 32732

March 26, 2011- 9AM 

Additional Information: 

Join the Seminole Natural Lands Program for a short hike with views of the St. Johns River and Lake Harney. You might spot bald eagles, deer or wild turkey! Contact jduby@seminolecountyfl.gov/407-349-0769 for additional information. 

Seminole County: 

Geneva Wilderness Area

3501 County Road 426  

Geneva, FL 32732

March 26, 2011- 9AM

Additional Information: 

Meet at the Ed Yardborough Nature Center for a brief presentation, then hike from Geneva Wilderness area along the Flagler Trail to the Econ River bridge in Little-Big Econ State Forest. Sponsored by the Central Florida Chapter of the Florida Trail Association and Seminole County Natural Lands. Contact carl.anglesea@gmail.com/407-719-7145 for additional information.  

Wakulla County: 

Apalachicola National Forest

Meet at 10AM at the Winn-Dixie parking lot located at: 

2629 Crawfordville Highway

Crawfordville, FL 32327

March 26, 2011- 10AM

Additional Information: 

Join the Sarracenia chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society for a 1-1/2 hour hike on the Florida National Scenic Trail to observe wild azaleas in the Apalachicola National Forest.  This hike is free and open to the public. Bring water. Contact David Roddenberry 850-962-4492 for additional information. 

Wakulla County:

Wakulla Springs State Park

550 Wakulla Park Drive

Wakulla Springs, FL 32327

March 26, 2011- 8:30AM

Additional Information: 

Join the Florida Native Plant Society for a 6-mile hike through unique Panhandle habitats, led by premier ecologist Dr. Ann Johnson and FNPS eco-guide Scott Davis. Meet at the lodge at 8:30AM for a head count and car shuttle to the trailhead. Carpooling is advised, park entrance fee for a carpool is $6, and $4 for a single occupant. Wear appropriate clothing and footwear, bring insect repellant, drinking water, and lunch.  Contact Scott Davis at 954-292-3099 for additional information, or to arrange a ride to the park.     

Washington County:

Northwest Florida Water Festival 

Sand Pond Recreation Area  Ebro, FL 32437

March 26, 2011- Hikes begin at 11AM 

Additional Information:

Participate in hikes led by the Florida Trail Association and bay County Audubon Society As part of the Northwest Florida Water Festival.  Hikes will last 30-45 minutes, wear appropriate clothing/shoes, and bring drinking water.  The first hike will begin at 11Am, Hikers should check in at the Ebro Town Hall for a full list of hike departure times.  For additional information contact 954-593-4449/jwebber@audubon.org. 
