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yellow river ravines

Acquired by the state in conjunction with The Nature
Conservancy, the Yellow River Ravines project area
links the outstanding natural areas in Eglin Air Force
Base with those in Blackwater River State Forest, and
forms a protected landscape of more than 800,000
acres, stretching from the Gulf of Mexico into the
Conecuh National Forest in Alabama.

Managed by the Florida Division of Forestry, Yellow
River Ravines is part of the Blackwater River State
Forest management area, provides critical habitat for
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seepage streams in this area such as the Ratwoods
salamander, pine barren tree frog and the bog frog.
The uplands between the streams was originally
covered by longleaf pines, but most all of this has been
cut for timber and has been replaced by sand pines
and slash pines.

Reforesting the area to longleaf pines and further
encouraging the linkage between the Yellow and
Blackwater rivers will help multiple species, from the
redcockaded woodpecker to white-tailed deer and the

black bears and other rare species, and acts as a buffer grey fox, and keep this beautiful natural area protected

for both Eglin Air Force Base and local ecosystems in
Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties, protecting them
from development encroachment.

At the heart of this approximately 11,000 acre
acquisition are several seepage streams: Julian, Burnt
Grocery and Garnier Creeks. These streams arise in
xeric uplands originally covered by a sandhill
community, drop through relatively steep terrain, pass
under State Highway 90 and Interstate Highway 10 and
eventually Bow into the Yellow River. A number of rare
amphibians and reptiles are associated with the

for generations to come.

ACQUISITIONS FUNDED BY
FLORIDA FOREVER

Blackwater River State Park
Yellow River Wildlife Management Area

Yellow River Marsh Preserve State Park
Yellow River Water Management Area
Blackwater Heritage State Trail
Riverwalk Expansion

Russell Harbor Landing

for more information on the coalition: www.supportfloridaforever.org



what’s next?

Santa Rosa County projects on
the Florida Forever priority list

Yellow River Ravines

Public acquisition of this project in Santa
Rosa and Okaloosa counties has helped
protect threatened ecosystems as well a
endangered species. The project forms
continuous corridor of public land from
the Blackwater River State Forest and
Eglin Air Force Base all the way to the
Conecuh State Forest in Alabama. This
project works to accomplish Florida
Forever goals of restoring natural habitat
ensuring biodiversity protection, and
increasing public recreation opportunities.

Navy and Marine Corps. This project
presents an opportunity to combine both
protection of the mission at this base
through base buffering with the
conservation of regionally signibcant
landscapes.

Clear Creek/Whiting Field

Strategically positioned within a large
block of longleaf pine forest,Whiting Field
NAS is nearby Eglin Air Force Base and
adjacent to Blackwater River State Forest.
The project offers an opportunity to
interconnect these holdings and expand
the overall conservation landscape.
Freshwater creeks along both sides of the
base are major tributaries to the
Blackwater River and host rare species
including Gulf sturgeon and imperiled
mussels. With 13 outlying landing pelds,
Whiting Field supports primary and
advanced pilot training for aviators from
the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Air
Force and nine foreign countries. Whiting
Field trains all helicopter pilots for the
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard and

Escribano Point

by the State of Florida in 2003. The
River Marsh Aquatic Preserve and the
Eglin Wildlife Management Area.
Escribano Point is also home to several
topped pitcher plant and sweet pitcher
also frequents the waters off Escribano

Point. There remain an additional 1,748
acres of unprotected Escribano Point
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property on the Florida Forever list. This

acquisition would preserve 10.4 miles of
pristine shoreline as well as nine known
archeological sites and two historic sites.

Garcon Ecosystem

The peninsula jutting into the north end
of Pensacola Bay is covered with wet
grassy prairies dotted with some of the
best pitcher-plant prairies left in Florida.

A portion of Escribano Point was acquiredrhe Garcon Ecosystem will protect these

prairies, thereby helping thier rare plant

coastal land provides a buffer to the Yellownd animal inhabitants to survive,

maintaining the water quality of
Pensacola Bay, and allowing the public to
learn about and enjoy this unique natural

rare species of plants including the white-environment. The project is designated as

a buffer preserve, and will also be used as

plant. The endangered Florida manatee a nature study area, and will offer

opportunities for hiking and Pshing.
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Composed of more than 125
nonprobt groups, public
agencies and private parties,
the Florida Forever Coalition
is dedicated to the long-term
success of the Florida
Forever Program.

about the coalition

The coalition works on the
grassroots level and with
local governments, and has a
strong presence in the
Capitol, advocating and
educating on behalf of the
Florida Forever program.

for more information on the coalition: www.supportfloridaforever.org



